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shadow of truth in the story. It is also a fable that, as
in 1887 was maintained in many circles and believed in
others, an heir to the throne who suffers from an incur-
able physical complaint is by the family laws of the
Hohenzollern excluded from the succession. The family
laws contain no provision on the matter, any more than
does the text of the Prussian constitution. On the other
hand there was one point in which a question of a public
nature compelled me to interfere in the treatment of the
sufferer, which otherwise belonged to medical science.
The doctors who were treating him were at the end of
May 1887 determined to make the Crown Prince uncon-
scious and to carry out the removal of the larynx without
having informed him of their intention. I raised objec-
tions, required that they should not proceed without the
consent of the Prince, and, as they were dealing with the
successor to the throne, that the approval of the head of
the family should also be required. The Emperor, after
being informed by me, forbade them to carry out the oper-
ation without the consent of his son. Of the few discus-
sions which during his short government I had with the
Emperor Frederick I may mention one to which I can
connect some remark about the constitution of the Em-
pire which occupied me on former occasions and again in
March 1890.

The Emperor Frederick was inclined to refuse his
consent to the law prolonging the period of the legislative
assembly from three to five years in the Empire and in
Prussia. As regarded the Reichstag, I explained to him
that the Emperor as such was no factor of the legislature,
but that his co-operation took place only as King of Prus-
sia by the Prussian vote at the federal council; he did not
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